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PYA England Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday 30 March 2021 @ Zoom 

Schools 

Present (21) 

Wendy Harris, tutti frutti productions 
Mosa Mpetha, tutti frutti productions 
Zeena Rasheed, National Drama 
Rob Watt, Theatre Centre 
Emma Rees, Theatre Centre 
Tina Williams, Pied Piper Theatre Company 
Ali Beattie, Story Pocket 
Booster Cushion  
Deborah Pakkar-Hill, The Blahs 
Filiz Ozcan, Birmingham Rep 
Geoffrey Readman 
John Mee, Alive & Kicking 
John Alexander Cobb 
Joseph Raynor, Theatre Centre 
Liz O'Neill, Z-Arts 
Michael Judge, NIE Theatre 
Nikki Sved, Theatre Alibi 
Pilar Santelices, Theatre Alibi 
Steve, Flibbertigibbet Theatre 
Tony Reekie 
Vicky Ireland, ACA/A Thousand Cranes 

Apologies 

Gilly Baskeyfield, M6 Theatre 
Chris Elwell, Half Moon 

 

a) Wendy Harris Chair PYA England Introduction & Zoom Protocol 

Welcome to International PYA England Coffee Meeting! A bit of protocol: 

 Turn your screen off if you want to 

 Keep your sound on mute whilst others are talking 

 This is a friendly, open and sharing space. Please feel comfortable to contribute and share. 

 Use the chat to feedback on what is being said or share thoughts. 

 Zoom provides live captioning which you can turn on at the bottom of the screen 

 We aren’t resourced to facilitate access requirements every meeting, but do contact us if you 

need something and we can see what we can do 

 

b) What is PYA England? (Wendy) 

PYA England (Performance for Young Audiences) is the England sub group of ASSITEJ UK, which is 

part of a global network, ASSITEJ International. The PYA England sub group welcomes its Irish, Welsh 

and Scottish colleagues to the zoom café’s.  ASSITEJ UK is a membership organisation and we would 

https://tya-uk.org/
https://www.assitej-international.org/en/
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be delighted if any people new to this network want to become members.  We are doing a 

special deal at the moment because of the extraordinary circumstances with COVID and people's 

lack of income or funding.  [Information at the end of the minutes] 

We have a PR subgroup and a Lobbying sub group. There is also a PYA England steering group. Let us 

know if you would like to get involved with anything. Everything that we do happens because you 

are a part of it. Get in touch! wendy@tutti-frutti.org.uk 

The ASSITEJ World Congress is currently underway. The festival was supposed to take place in Japan 

in 2020 but is now a hybrid event online and on the ground in Japan. ASSITEJ UK has 170 delegates in 

total. Tickets and programme information is here - https://assitejonline.org/  

c) PR & Social Media update (Pilar) 

A group of people are taking care of the twitter, facebook and Instagram account in a rota. Please 

follow our social media accounts and share content. 

• https://www.facebook.com/groups/PYAEngland/ 
• https://www.instagram.com/pyaengland/ 
• https://twitter.com/PYAEngland 
• #PYAEngland 
 
If you can volunteer to be a part of the social media rota please let us know. Please email Pilar 
Santelices on Pilar.Santelices@theatrealibi.co.uk. The guidelines to oversee the social will be shared 
with whoever volunteers.  
 

d) Lobbying Update (Mosa) 

At the moment we are coming up with strategies to make change for the sector and increase 

recognition. The lobbying group will be meeting two ACE directors in the Spring. The focus is on 

England specifically as tasked by PYA England, but we acknowledge a need for ASSITEJ UK lobbying 

nationwide. 

We are developing our three asks to the arts council. 

1. Collaborative approach to data collection to better present PYA sector 

2. To be included in more high level conversations 

3. Would like ACE to consider the language used when talking about PYA. To include 

performance as well as participation 

We will share more with you as we go along. If you want more information or want to get involved in 

the lobbying group, just email me. Part of the change making will need membership support, as you 

are the sector we are lobbying for. A big part of it will be also broadening the membership, so 

remember to invite others in your networks into this space mosa@tutti-frutti.org.uk  

Vicky Ireland – ASSITEJ are changing their name to Theatre and performing arts. Want to make sure 

we don’t lose the word theatre.  

 

e) Schools Discussion 

mailto:wendy@tutti-frutti.org.uk
https://assitejonline.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/PYAEngland/
https://www.instagram.com/pyaengland/
https://twitter.com/PYAEngland
mailto:Pilar.Santelices@theatrealibi.co.uk
mailto:mosa@tutti-frutti.org.uk
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 11:00 - 11:20 - Context Setting with Zeena Rasheed, Drama teacher in Barnsley, National 

Drama Vice Chair, workshop leader and writer.  

Emma Rees - Theatre Centre is piloting a hub approach, with the aim to draw together all strands of 

what we do, focusing on young people and developing artists. But we are here in this meeting with 

our schools hat on with a long track record of working with schools and teachers across the UK.  

The DfE are still advising schools against all educational visits for the foreseeable future and schools 

have not been able to take students out to see work for a year. Even when the guidance relaxes, 

we’re not likely to see a sudden change and there is a danger cultural trips / incoming work will not 

be seen as a priority for time or budgets (acknowledging the situation was already challenging pre-

Covid). On the flip side, the DfE guidance does advise that schools should be following ‘key 

principles’ that include:  

 All pupils receive a high-quality education that promotes their development and equips 

them with the knowledge and cultural capital they need to succeed in life. 

 The curriculum remains broad and ambitious. All pupils continue to be taught a wide range 

of subjects, maintaining their choices for further study and employment. 

How can we respond? 

We are focusing on performance, but alongside that comes all the wrap around activity. At the 

moment we have a focus on secondary, but we know this forum recognises all ages of childhood. 

March round up https://culturallearningalliance.org.uk/policy-and-practice-round-up-march-2021/  

Take a look a the website for more and sign up for a monthly email. 

 11:20 - 11:40 - Zoom Rooms to think about / answer the following question (using 

Jamboard): 

How can we as a sector best support schools in the next 12 – 24 months? 

With reference to Point 9 of the ASSITEJ Manifesto: 
 
Schools and early years settings are urged to: 
9.3 give children and young people access to the widest possible range of cultural experiences; 
9.5 make creative activities and the arts integral to all learning across the curricula. 
 
http://www.assitej-international.org/en/2020/09/assitej-manifesto-2/  

f) 11.40am Break our groups – Contributions 

How can we as a sector best support schools in the next 12 – 24 months? 

Group 1 – Zeena Rasheed 

 An open letter, as individuals, as theatre companies, as associations, as children. To write to 

Gavin Williamson and Nick Gibb, to say, theatre/drama should be happening. Also to 

https://www.theatre-centre.co.uk/
https://culturallearningalliance.org.uk/policy-and-practice-round-up-march-2021/
http://www.assitej-international.org/en/2020/09/assitej-manifesto-2/
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publicise these letters. If PE is happening, then drama should be happening, with 

subject specialists. 

 We talked about the different between the key stages. Primary and Secondary landscape is 

different. KS3 is so crucial and vital as a bridge between yr7 and yr8. 

Group 2 – Rob Watt 

 Relationship between schools and theatre companies. How we engage teachers to become 

creative agents? 

 How we could permeate the walls of the schools for a period of time? 

 Currently we as a sector or group of organisations do similar things and work in similar areas 

but have big differences. It takes time to cultivate relationships with schools, When it 

happens we want to hold onto it. Which makes it competitive. How can we work together as 

a sector to share and pool our resources. How can we work out what we are doing already. 

ITC are currently working with hubs to see which companies are working with which schools 

in which areas, to find gaps.  

 How is it that we really look at the curricula as a whole. The skills we have as artists, how we 

can relate that to schools, creativity as a wider prospect, not just in the drama department. 

John mentioned a piece of work that straddled French, science and drama on Marie Curie.  

Group 3 – John Mee 

 Maintaining the integrity of the theatre company.  

 Are we servants to teachers? 

Additional Thoughts 

Geoffrey – The secondary curriculum has been influenced by the industry more and more. The 

balance has been skewed as to what companies do in terms of process. Some secondary teachers do 

not recognise that. Process has become less significant. The examination boards dictate the 

structure. Many of the problems that we are talking about are pre-existing. 

Rob – We went through a process where our show had money attached to it, schools were going to 

buy it. Then a large national theatre made their resourcing free, so we then couldn’t charge for ours. 

How do we transition out of the pandemic? How do we subsidize, we need to lobby for it. We need 

more value from the schools and the funders.  

Vicky – DTA have a zoom soon in which they are inviting teachers to interrogate how they are able to 

do this, what can we learn, why isn’t everyone doing it.  

Geoffrey – We can add the finding from the key stage 3 foundations. Strategy for a big publicity 

drop. DTA is 14 associations that come together representing 2500 members. We represent the 

views of the associations. We are an alliance. 

Emma – Finding the issue of costs really interesting, larger companies offering things for free, can’t 

keep up. 

g) Any Other Business 
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This is a 10 minute questionnaire for people who are ethnically and culturally diverse, who 

experience racism in our society, and who work in the performing arts for children (PYA) sector in 

the UK. Please amongst your networks and colleagues.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdfGBCSSJ_ucBaCIFA59n3HD-wd5VxKY-

lifPO_6gGI0E2OLg/viewform?usp=sf_link  

In this instance, we will use the term ‘global majority’ for the respondents of this this survey. 

We would like to use the findings of this survey to find out how the sector is doing, what we need to 

do to make it safer and kinder, plus how we can better connect with each other. 

h) Date of next meeting  

Date of next meeting is Tuesday 27 April 10.30am – 12pm Environment & Climate Change/Justice led 

by Todos Teatro (Bethan)  

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85854733180?pwd=Qy9CczM1V3p4VmZJZWJzOVEwcVR6Zz09 

Meeting ID: 858 5473 3180 
Passcode: 996640 

 
If you are receiving these minutes by email, then you are already on the newsletter list. If you would 

like to invite others to join these meetings. Please ask them to sign up to the ASSITEJ UK newsletter 

or join the network here. 

Future meetings: 

 May (Thurs 27 May 1pm – 2.15pm) Anti-Racism - Mosa, Louise, Debbie 

 June (Tues 29 June 10.30am – 11.45am) Graduates, those new into the sector - Filskit 

Theatre (Sarah, Vic, Katy Costigan) 

 

 

i) Zoom Chat 

From Nikki Sved Theatre Alibi to Everyone:  11:09 AM 

I wonder if it’s useful t know that Theatre Alibi did tour pretty extensively to Devon primary schools 

in the autumn. The piece was specially created, in order to keep it safe and we worked very closely 

in schools. We also created a live interactive version of the piece, which touring at the moment. We 

would be really happy to share what we learned. 

https://theatrealibi.co.uk/production/down-to-earth/ 

We worked closely ‘with schools’, not ‘in schools’! 

From tinawilliams to Everyone:  11:12 AM 

It’s possible to work in schools but only with small bubbles of children for short periods of time, 15 

minutes in a ventilated school hall with actors at a four metre distance. Cleaning, masks etc. Schools 

are extremely grateful and early years children do not notice that the performance is shorter than 

usual! 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdfGBCSSJ_ucBaCIFA59n3HD-wd5VxKY-lifPO_6gGI0E2OLg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdfGBCSSJ_ucBaCIFA59n3HD-wd5VxKY-lifPO_6gGI0E2OLg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85854733180?pwd=Qy9CczM1V3p4VmZJZWJzOVEwcVR6Zz09
https://tya-uk.org/join-1/
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From Filiz - Birmingham REP to Everyone:  11:13 AM 

Birmingham REP created short films - story building for Primary Schools. We have also delivered 

online  workshop live into classrooms. 

From johnalexandercobb to Everyone:  11:14 AM 

Thanks Zena 

From Liz Z-arts to Everyone:  11:15 AM 

Thanks Zena, that was really useful. 

I have to go now, sorry. but fascinating and useful conversation 

From Nikki Sved Theatre Alibi to Everyone:  11:15 AM 

Thank you so much, Zena 

From Vicky Ireland to Everyone:  11:15 AM 

TYA/PYA are part of the DTEA, the Drama and Theatre Education Alliance www.dtealliance.co.uk We 

are hoping to host a conference in the Autumn. 

From Pilar Santelices to Me:  (Direct Message) 11:16 AM 

ok, thanks! Have a good day x 

From Rob Watt (he/him) to Everyone:  11:16 AM 

https://jamboard.google.com/d/1Df3xZTDmPXS_Qr8MNdjZKmdTn4LMrNLaXo4e8bBBmyM/edit?us

p=sharing 

From Emma Rees Theatre Centre (she/her) to Everyone:  11:16 AM 

Thanks Tina & Nikki, fantastic to hear and pols for making a generalisation! Certainly more flex in 

primaries and always exceptions in secondaries too. 

From Michael Judge to Everyone:  11:16 AM 

Thanks Zena really interesting - yes NIE have managed to tour to primary with children in bubbles 

From ND Zeena  to Everyone:  11:17 AM 

Hope that was useful. Do get in touch vicechair@nationaldrama.org.uk and 

https://ndresources.co.uk/ 

From Mosa Mpetha tutti frutti to Everyone:  11:17 AM 

Thank you Zeena 

From Vicky Ireland to Everyone:  11:18 AM 
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Thank you Zeena, great to hear from you. 

From ND Zeena  to Everyone:  11:46 AM 

There's some really exciting stuff in the new Welsh curriculum too 

Pied Piper has been in schools and nurseries and this provides hope and optimism 

From tinawilliams to Everyone:  11:47 AM 

Pied Piper has worked with bubbles. 

From ND Zeena  to Everyone:  11:47 AM 

This might be a model that can be shared? 

From Nikki Sved Theatre Alibi to Everyone:  11:49 AM 

That would be great. We can share the model we used as well and how we kept safe 

From tinawilliams to Everyone:  11:50 AM 

Should we share that now. Pied Piper/Tina Williams 

From ND Zeena  to Everyone:  11:51 AM 

Might a best practice model be something to look at? For KS2/ KS3 I mean? 

From Nikki Sved Theatre Alibi to Everyone:  11:52 AM 

I think that’s a great idea, Zeena 

From Tony Reekie to Everyone:  11:54 AM 

Catherine Wheels made and have toured a film for schools which we charged for. Happy to talk to 

anyone who is interested in process. It's toured to over 100 schools. 

From ND Zeena  to Everyone:  11:54 AM 

That ensure process, skills, content, knowledge and loads of fun and collaboration happens to make 

the curriculum brilliant for all and ensures GCSE/BTEC/KS4 learners are KS4 ready? 

From Nikki Sved Theatre Alibi to Everyone:  11:54 AM 

Yes, we also charged for the digital version of Down to Earth. Not enough mind… 

From tinawilliams to Everyone:  11:55 AM 

Our schools understand that some pay a fee for a performance and others have a subsidised or free 

performance according to their means. This is based on the percentage  of children on Pupil 

Premium. Pied Piper/Tina 

From Nikki Sved Theatre Alibi to Everyone:  11:55 AM 
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That rings true for Alibi too. Much more flexible charging at the moment 

From Tony Reekie to Everyone:  11:56 AM 

Yes Nikki, hasn't covered the cost outlayed anyway! 

From Vicky Ireland to Everyone:  11:56 AM 

Have to go. Thank so much everyone, let’s keep talking. 

From Me to Everyone:  11:56 AM 

Thanks Vicky 

From Tony Reekie to Everyone:  11:58 AM 

Thanks for letting me listen in. I'm shamelessly stealing all your great ideas and thoughts for 

colleagues up here. 

From Nikki Sved Theatre Alibi to Everyone:  11:59 AM 

Have to go. Thank you for a really interesting discussion. I’ll pass on our learning from Down to 

Earth. 

From Deborah Pakkar-Hull, The Blahs, she/her to Everyone:  11:59 AM 

Thanks everyone. 

From Michael Judge to Everyone:  11:59 AM 

Thanks all - got to head off 

From johnalexandercobb to Everyone:  11:59 AM 

Thanks everyone! 

From Ali Beattie Story Pocket to Everyone:  12:00 PM 

Thanks everyone - very interesting chat. 

From Filiz - Birmingham REP to Everyone:  12:00 PM 

Thank you for a thought-provoking session. 
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ASSITEJ UK Membership 
 

This may seem like a weird time to be parting with cash, but please do read on…. 

Without support from our members, the PYA/TYA sector could have been cut adrift from one another and 

from our international colleagues. We may also have lost sight of our commitment and passion for high 

quality live performance for young audiences as being our sole and single-minded concern. On the Edge, 

Quality of Difference, Assitej regional showcases and countless opportunities for members to participate in 

Assitej International events would not have been made possible. 

At a time when arts organisations are making tough choices and freelancers are facing an uncertain future. 

We understand how a membership fee is not going to be a number one spending priority. And yet, since 

lockdown began at the end of March, here are some of the things the Assitej UK network has achieved: 

 Welcomed 15 new paying members. 

 PYA England has reconstituted, recruited a new, diverse steering group, set out a marketing 

campaign, and hosted 3 coffee mornings, to which more than 30 people have attended each time. 

 Members across the UK have contributed to articles in national newspapers, such as the recent 

article by Lyn Gardner in The Stage 

 Members have lobbied their respective Arts Councils regarding the special case for young 

audiences. 

 We have secured £555 funding from Action for Children’s Arts Emergency fund. 

 Submitted two bespoke PYA letters to Oliver Dowden, Culture Secretary. 

Meanwhile, Assitej International, of which all Assitej UK members are by default a member, has hosted a 

raft of global coffee mornings, at which there has been representation from all continents. This is something 

you could not safely say about international festivals that are largely populated by delegates from wealthier 

countries and organisations. 

It is quite possible that Corona Virus and Zoom have changed our idea of what is possible as a networking 

organisation, and our capacity to both celebrate our unique characteristics as individuals whilst staying well 

connected is looking rosier than it ever did! Could you consider joining the network at this time: for solidarity, 

a future facing approach, seizing the moment and making the next decade that of the child? 

Covid-19 has hit our industry hard, therefore in 2021 if you are unable to pay your annual standard 

subscription of £70 for an Organisation or £25 for individual members, we are offering you the option to pay 

£25 as an Organisation and £5 as an individual member for the year. 

 Organisation Subscription Covid-19 Discounted Rate: £25  

 Organisation Subscription Standard Rate: £70 

 Individual Member Covid-19 Discounted Rate: £5 

 Individual Member Standard Rate: £25 

Alternatively, please contact us by emailing info@tya-uk.org if: 

 the cost of membership is too much for you at this time but you wish to make a one-off donation in 

lieu of your membership fee 

 you would like to take a payment holiday for one year 

 If you require an invoice 

We very much hope that you will recognise the benefits of membership, and thank you in advance.  

https://tya-org.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c6146b70021629a5ce79a27df&id=1954e89ab7&e=94efc2aae6
https://tya-org.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c6146b70021629a5ce79a27df&id=95003889ba&e=94efc2aae6
https://tya-org.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c6146b70021629a5ce79a27df&id=fbd237a403&e=94efc2aae6
https://tya-org.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c6146b70021629a5ce79a27df&id=c0483650a8&e=94efc2aae6
mailto:info@tya-uk.org

